
Dear Members of the Human Services Committee of the Connecticut General Assembly: 
  
My name is Giselle Carlotta-McDonald, and I am a resident of Hamden and an immigrant 
from Argentina; I am also the Executive Director at Project Access New Haven and a 
member of the HUSKY for all coalition.  
  
I stand in support of HB 6616: “An Act Concerning Expansion Of Husky Health Benefits To 
Those Ineligible Due To Immigration Status.” Expanding access to HUSKY regardless of 
immigration status is essential in ensuring our immigrant community has the healthcare 
they need.  
  
For the last 12 years, I have worked with Project Access-New Haven to help community 
members without insurance gain access to medical care. I have listened to devastating 
stories of uninsured patients who lacked access to specialty care and found themselves in 
the emergency department as a last resort. Many of these patients had hesitated and 
postponed seeking care because they were concerned about the high cost of medical care 
and had to decide between paying their rent and putting food on the table or paying for 
care out of pocket.  
 
Lack of access to healthcare also means that chronic health issues, such as diabetes and 
hypertension, that otherwise can be successfully managed and treated, develop into more 
severe conditions. Access to primary and preventative care, and timely outpatient specialty 
care, in addition to improving overall health and quality of life, can reduce costs in the long 
term by preventing health issues from worsening to the point where more expensive and 
aggressive medical interventions are needed. 
 
Access to healthcare is a basic human right - no one should be denied healthcare, a chance 
to live a life of dignity, and the essential right to health.  
 
I support HB 6616, and I ask the committee to support and pass this legislation out of 
committee in its current form - to expand HUSKY access to age 26. Looking forward, I ask 
the committee to work towards opening access to all immigrants regardless of age. 
  
Thank you for your time and consideration, 
Giselle Carlotta-McDonald 
 


